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You probably have life insurance
for when you die.
But what insurance do you have in
case you live?
Words like cancer, heart attack, and
stroke immediately make us think of
the worst.

FACTS & FIGURES1

82% of breast cancer sufferers will
survive for at least 5 years.

45%

- that’s how much death rates

have fallen in the last decade for people
under 65

275,000 people suffer from heart
attacks every year.

Finding out you have a critical illness
is devastating. Discovering that you
don’t have the right protection in
place to help you get through it
financially may be catastrophic.

However, the statistics in our guide
is not meant to scare you. We are
highlighting that more people
survive such scares.
This is why we hope to emphasize
that everyone needs to protect
themselves against the financial
impact of surviving a critical illness.

Do I really need critical illness cover?
• Cancer Survival Rates
Thanks to advances in cancer research, thousands who would not
have survived years ago are still here today. As you can see below,
many of the common cancers show improved survival rates.

155,000 of

these people survive.

9 out of 10 cancer patients
suffer a loss of income or higher costs as a
result of their diagnosis.

4.4 million people survive cancer
annually (with a high proportion of these
needing costly clinical care)

Critical Illnesses
• Cancer
• Heart Attack
• Coronary Artery
Disease Surgery
• Stroke
• Multiple Sclerosis
• Major Organ
Transplant

1

Renal Failure
Parkinson’s Disease
3rd Degree Burns
Alzheimer’s Disease
Heart Valve
Replacement /
Repair
• Any other Terminal
Disease

•
•
•
•
•

1) Macmillan, “The cost of living doesn’t stop going up”, 2008.
2) www.bbc.co.uk, September 2009
3) www.heartstats.org, September 2009

There are many other major illnesses that have also shown evidences of
improved survival. Though this is great news, these statistics only tell one
side of the story. Surviving such critical illnesses bring with it financial
pressures, thus along with the increase in survival rates comes the need for
increased financial support. This is where critical illness cover can lighten the
burden.

We regularly buy takeaway
coffees or glossy magazines
with money that we don’t
even miss!
It’s amazing how these little expenditures
soon mount up. Two pizza takeout
dinners in a month might only cost about
$30, but that adds up to approximately
$360 a year.
And yet for that same $30 a month or a
dollar each day can buy you $135,000 of
Critical Illness cover1 to protect yourself
and your family against the financial
impact of a critical illness*.
*Approximate rates based on male, 30 years old, nonsmoker, for a 5 year term.

What are your priorities?
We insure our phones, our homes and
even our holidays but sometimes we
forget to insure ourselves.
In fact, people are more likely to insure
most of their possessions before they
think about themselves and their family.
So, although there’s always something
else to insure, perhaps it is time to make
insuring ourselves, our health and our
family a priority.

Coping With A Critical Illness
We’ve seen the increased survival rates and that’s fantastic news – but
life changes dramatically for patients after diagnosis. Not just
emotionally, but financially too.
Rents, mortgage payments, childcare costs, grocery and utility bills are
but some of the necessary regular payments that need to be taken
care of. Additional costs for lifestyle changes or changes to the home
may also add to the expenses.
Company benefits may only help for a short period, whilst
government/ public help come in limited amounts. Even though you
are well enough to return to work; you may not be fully fit to work the
same number of hours as before, and hence will experience a long –
term drop in income.
It would be really comforting to know that there is a financial cushion
to fall back on in such circumstances to make life a bit easier. At least
this way you could concentrate on getting better.
Critical Illness Cover as such, is important and can really help improve
quality of life. The lump sum provided by the insurance company
would give you the peace of mind that if the worst happened, your
income would be covered.

“You can never predict a critical illness, but
you can certainly prepare for the financial
impact it would have on you and your
family.”

What does MEDICAL
INSURANCE help
you pay for?

What does CRITICAL
ILLNESS COVER help
you pay for?

Hospital Bills

House Rent /
Maintenance /
Mortgage

Pharmacy Bills

Children’s Education

Doctor Fees

Food and Utility Bills

Nursing Costs

Car Maintenance

Medical Tests

Experimental
Medicines

Alternative Medicines

After-Care
Care Support

Medical Evacuation

Fund for a Lifestyle
Change
Changing Your House
(due to disability)
Special Needs
Assistance
Travel Expenses for
Follow Up Treatment
(if not nearby)
Paying Off Debt
Other Miscellaneous
Expenses
Est. in 1999, providing Corporate & Individual
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